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The University of Dayton 
YOUNG ADULT TALK, ALTERNATIVE ROCK 
PAIRED IN UD-PRODUCED RADIO SHOW 
News Release 
March 1, 1994. 
Contact: Pam Huber 
DAYTON, Ohio - David Bowie sings about modern love; and Andrea, Alex and 
Karen debate the proper age at which to marry. 
Karen, Mark and Aaron lament the barriers to universal mandatory recycling; and 
Peter Gabriel, in song, entices an acid-rain-wise generation to "let the rain fall down upon 
your skin." 
You can hear young Catholics from the University of Dayton debate contemporary 
issues on 30 professional, college and high school radio stations that air "New Rock & Talk," 
a half-hour show produced by UD and funded by an $86,500 grant from the Catholic 
Communication Campaign. Alternative music is combined with thoughtful conversation on 
the environment, feminism, dating, the Clinton administration - a wide variety of subjects. 
Mary Fleenor, assistant program director at WLQT-FM in Dayton, hosts the show. 
Localt1, it's aired at 8:30 a.m. Sunday mornings on WTUE-FM . . 
"In the mainstream media, you don't really hear the opinions of college and high 
school students on 'adult' issues like the environment or violence in society," says Alan 
Rueth, project director for "New Rock & Talk" and a lecturer in UD's communication 
department. "Conversations like these help students. When they express their feelings and 
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thoughts, they reinforce what they think and also open themselves up to be challenged. · 
Sometimes they get a different perspective and rethink their own positions." , 
Members of the audience learn that serious thought can be connected with song lyrics. 
The topics and music are carefully matched. 
"Before, they may have liked the rhythm or the beat or the voice," Rueth says. "But 
artists sing about specific things in life." 
So R.E.M. advises "live your life with joy and thunder," and that leads into Shelly's 
intention to iive a full and productive iife, to be happy and to feel she' s part of society, a goai 
she feels she can attain, in part, because her mother took a feminist stance years ago. 
And when Bob Mould sings "If anybody could read my mind and share with me these 
thoughts," it's a natural connection with Heather's observation that dating is best with 
"somebody to depend on, confide in, talk to." 
In its first year, "New Rock & Talk" is offered on cassette and satellite as a public 
service to alternative rock stations, and it's heard in 14 states. Rueth, who has applied for 
funds to continue the project, plans to revamp the show to focus more on the talk. His 
proposal includes funds for 25 other colleges and high schools to produce their own versions 
of the show. 
If the next wave of "New Rock & Talk" is picked up by a radio network service, as 
Hueth'itopes, the potential audience could be international and measure more than 50 million 
or more. 
It could be, as R.E.M. would put it, "a perfect circle of acquaintances and friends." 
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NOTE TO EDITORS: For media interviews, call Alan Rueth at (513) 229-3945. 
